Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 295 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.043; wR factor = 0.113; data-to-parameter ratio = 7.2.
A new orthorhombic polymorph of terephthalaldehyde, C 8 H 6 O 2 , with a melting point of 372 K, has been obtained by recrystallization from ethanol. At room temperature, the crystals transform into the well known monoclinic form, with a melting point of 389 K. The crystal structure of the monoclinic form involves C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, but no such bonds are observed in the orthorhombic form. The molecule is planar.
Related literature
For the structure of the monoclinic polymorph, see : Britton (1998 in the structure of terephthalaldehyde and the crystals suitable for diffraction were obtained by recrystallization from an acetone/ethyl ether mixture.
A new polymorphic form of (I) has been obtained serendipitously during cocrystallization of pyridine and terephthalaldehyde from ethanol ( Fig. 1 ). Flat needles which precipitated first from the solution had a melting point of 372 K and were identified as a new polymorphic form of (I) by X-ray crystallography. At room temperature, the crystals transform into the well known monoclinic form, with a melting point of 389 K. The crystal structure of the monoclinic form involves C-H···O hydrogen bonds but no such bonds are observed in the orthorhombic form (Fig. 2) .
Experimental
The title compound was purchased from Aldrich.
Refinement
All H atoms were initially located in a difference Fourier map and then included with constrained bond lengths and isotropic displacement parameters: C-H=0.93Å and U iso (H)=1.2U eq (C) for H atoms. Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I) with 50% probability displacement ellipsoids (arbitrary spheres for H atoms).
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